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Architects are embedded in an ecosystem that is emitting more 
than 40% of total global greenhouse gas emissions, extracting 
and depleting our planet’s limited resources, while consuming 
natural habitats of non-human species. The current environ-
mental crisis requires critical reflection of our discipline, going 
beyond current notions of sustainability, seeking strategies, ap-
proaches and building techniques that contribute positively to 
the health of our natural ecosystems on Earth. 

Benediktas Kuoras
Marion Lust Willocx
Ward Peetermans
Guillaume Vandekerckhof
Laura Valentinaviciute 



Inspired by the brief of the international design competition in 
2020 to transform the European Parliament in Brussels into an 
“exemplary regenerative building”, and the recent decision of 
the Spanish Senate to grant personhood status to the vulnera-
ble ecosystem of the Mar Menor, the brief of this master studio 
was to renew and reprogram the Paul-Henri Spaak Building 
of the Parliament Building Complex to host the Parliament of 
Nature. This new form of governance convenes representatives 
of all life on the planet - humans, animals, trees, plants and 
their respective habitats - to develop policies that aim for the 
regeneration of water, air and soil systems, guiding decision on 
investments and developments that influence the growth of our 
natural, human and economic capital.

This brief calls for holistic and integrated strategies and design 
proposals interlinking the scale of the building with the scale of 
the supporting ecosystem, the context of urban district and its 
detail of materialization and construction:

- 

- 

- 

Within  this  speculative  context  and  complexity  of  the  brief  
and  scale  of  the  building,  the  featured  projects and systemic  
proposals,  developed  over  a  period  of  four  months,  clearly  
showcase the qualities of the emerging practice of regenerative 
co-design. The projects provide a hopeful outlook into the evolu-
tion of the architecture profession, extending scope and agency 
to co-design a post-anthropocentric built and living environment.

I would like to thank all students for their curiosity, trust, 
positive energy and hard work. I would like to specially thank 
architect Xavier Lacroix, Head of the Spaak Renewal Project 
at the European Parliament and his team for the unwavering 
support that made this master thesis possible. I am grateful to 
my friends Hiroko Kusunoki and Nicolas Moreau as well as 
to my dear colleagues Caroline Sohie, Guido Geenen, Patrick 
Moyersoen, Bruno Notteboom, Doug Allard and Johan 
Cordonnier for their constructive feedback and guidance. 
Finally I would like to thank external examiners Emiel Swinnen 
and Arya Arabshahi for their inspiring feedback and wisdom.

Jan Wurm

Brussels, November 2022
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- Detail Scale: showcasing a retrofit system for the building skin   
as a scalable solution processing bio-based (waste) materials

Ecosystem Scale: exploring how a circular bio-economy can     
develop new scalable value chains for the construction and 
renovation of our building stock

Urban Scale: repairing the urban context, maximizing public 
accessibility and linking the isolated volume with the urban 
fabric on one and Leopold Parc at the other side

Building Scale: re-programing the existing building volume, 
renewing its layers to increase inclusiveness, resilience and 
comfort, while creating habitats for human and non-human 
parliamentarians
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PROJECT 
OVERVIEW

Co-Habitation restores the relation between human and nature leaning towards a multi-spe-
cies approach. The European Parliament is wrapped by natural systems from the facades to 
the roof manifesting as a green roof or a living vegetation skin, both alimented by a water 
buffer. A public ramp invites citizens and communities of the neighborhood to enter and 
cultivate this skin, harvest vegetable and fruits, grow beehives. At the same time the natural 
systems provide bio-ventilation of the interior through controlled ventilation, evaporation 
and heat storage. This dependence on bio climatic principles is the context for MEP’s facili-
tating decisions towards a regenerative future.

When talking about ecosystems and climate crisis, the European Parliament is the inevita-
ble starting point for change. Addressing the socio-political situation in Europe, the building 
serves as a catalyst for the awakening and guiding of civil societies through ongoing process 
of economical, societal and environmental change. The Parliament creates a public square 
underneath the body of the building to allow people, light and nature, to converge on a 
common ground and experience the agora of the glazed parliament chamber. The open 
ground floor allows Leopold Park to extend and connect with the urban fabric. The remain-
ing building volume is re-shaped in dialogue with the environmental conditions. The public 
roof terraced to the south offers a space to reflect and process the interactions of the com-
mon ground, placing the administration in between.

Parliament, Public and Nature are the three stakeholders of the new European Parliament. 
This transformation leads to architectural changes encouraging interaction, communication 
and understanding of the non-human world. The porous building welcomes nature through 
green corridors into the atrium – “the Forest” - where its manifestation is the wildest. The 
existing cylindrical roof is replaced by an opening to the sky welcoming animals, birds and 
insects. The ground floor opens up to Park Leopold and extends nature to the roof through 
a long public ramp. As the Parliament of Nature takes form, nature and public interact daily 
with MEP’s influencing their decision-making towards a regenerative future.

ADAPTATION - Marion Lust

AT THE INTERSECTION OF HUMAN AND NON-HUMAN - Benediktas Kuoras

CO-HABITATION - Guillaume Vandekerckhof
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Giving close attention to material usage and unmanaged waste deriving from humanity’s 
consumerist, polluting lifestyle, this project aims to search for ways to reconcile materiality, 
habitat and users. A close relation between research and politics is enabled by the project 
by placing a sustainable science-based research center in the middle of the European Par-
liament. Growing closely to nature, the building finally invites Leopold Park to settle on and 
inside the building by natural, porous and responding surfaces wrapping around the façade. 
The facades are pushed-in from its current position, making space for a trail that invites the 
public. Along the trail humans can explore the changing ecosystems depending on orien-
tation and location on the building, experiencing a new regenerative ecology of bio-based 
materials.

“The Parliament of Nature” is a project that envisions a resilient and inclusive renovation 
of the European Parliament in 2035. The main intention of the renovation was to rethink 
democracy, to represent nature and treat it as an equal. In that way, it raises awareness of 
the climate crisis, substantial everyday loss of natural habitats and species, and highlights the 
inextricable links between humans and nature. This was achieved through the use of natural, 
circular materials enabling bio diverse cohabitations and helping achieve climate comfort 
and resilient, future-proof solutions. The project intervened in urban, building and detail 
scales to ensure a successful renovation proposal. 

“Being us with them” is a call to end the Anthropocentrism and go towards symbiotic re-
lations between species. Following logic of subtraction of floor slabs, facades and walls, the 
Parliament opens new spaces to ensure a harmonious environment between political, social 
and natural participants. Facing the decision-making chamber, a void representing nature is 
pierced on the height of the building. Roof levels are adjusted in order to optimize interac-
tion and expand greenery throughout the project. Water is at the heart of the Parliament: it’s 
the natural resource that nourishes the greenery and invites the public on the open ground 
floor. A margin of disorder is kept in order to develop depending on its usage and users.

BEING US WITH THEM - Ward Peetermans

AN APPROACHABLE STAGE OF EXCHANGE - Kaat Boon

THE PARLIAMENT OF NATURE - Laura Valentinaviciute
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ADAPTATION

In February 2022, the IPCC released its sixth report stating that global warming has in-
creased by 1,09, water shortages leading to extreme heat conditions, threatening around 
29% of terrestrial animals to extinction. Due to globalization, more people are migrating to 
northern countries leading to a growing need for housing, threatening natural habitats and 
biodiversity and increasing carbon emission. The Parliament building needs to shape and 
represent values and believes to initiate change and regeneration of our ecosystems. 

by Marion Lust Willocx
The process of bringing an organism into harmony with its external conditions

INTRODUCTION

POSITION

Within the context of socio-political situation Europe, citizens and politicians need to 
adapt, meaning to «change continuously over time to be able to continue to exist in a partic-
ular environment». With the urban ecosystem of Brussels, the building with its flowing open 
ground floor space is a link between the Leopold Park and the European district of the city.

a. Section showing the parliament and open groundfloor
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INTERVENTION

The project connects the park with the city, 
removing the barrier that the Paul-Henry 
Spaak building is currently creating. 

The building opens up its ground floor to 
the public, while the reduction of the build-
ing volume makes it less imposing. The 
atria of the building relate the pubic basis 
with the roof terraces, providing daylight 
and water to the floating ground. People, 
light and nature are converging underneath 
the administrative functions, allowing di-
rect interaction with the hemicycle, which 
is dropped to the ground floor. This ex-
posure places lawmakers in the center of 
the negotiation between natural and urban 
ecosystems, to be the voice for all life on 
the planet and developmental trajectories 
for a regenerative adaptation of society.  

The terraced roof replaces the sharp edge 
facing the park. A dialogue between the 
building and the park is formed as the Par-
liament opens up to the neighborhood of-
fering an accessible terrace extending nat-
ural vegetation to the roof. 

A sculptural ramp connects the visitors 
to the entrance of the building. This walk 
slows down the pace of the lawmakers, cre-
ating relations with the urban context and 
the surrounding of the building before en-
tering the workplace serving democracy.

b. Concept diagrams

- Clean up the shape and embellish the el-
lipse’s purity

- Clear the atrium to bring light to the ground 
floor

- Taking the parliament chamber down to the 
park to demystify it.
- Mold the terrain to create polyvalent spaces 

Add a ramp to gently direct the visitor’s gaze up 
to the building and offer them a promenade to 
get inside

11



c. Plan ground floor
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e. Model section in the void

Leopold Park transforms to the common ground for decision making. The qualities of a 
regenerative economy, sustainable and affordable housing and biodiversity as a basis for all 
life are displayed and can be experienced when moving through the promenade. 

ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL

The materiality of the building 
demonstrates the interconnectivity 
between the build and the living. For 
example the seashell concrete of the 
ground floor pavements is porous and 
stores up to 500 liters per minute per 
square meter to make the building 
mass an active environmental agent 
and create a positive micro-climate. 
Façade and fit-out elements are made 
of hemp fiber composites with good 
durability, thermal and acoustic in-
sulation and fire performance, har-
vested from the rapid growing plant 
that regenerates the soil during cul-
tivation. To optimize the passive and 
active use of daylight, windows and 
PV panels are positioned along the 
façade following the azimuth inclina-
tion of the sun path, making the build-
ing shape and orientation adapt to the 
environmental context.

d. Rendered view of the ground floor looking through

13



AT THE INTERSECTION OF 
HUMAN AND NON-HUMAN

As the climate is shifting and the relation between human and nature is deteriorating, we 
start looking towards a new way of governance, governance of sustainability and of pros-
perity. The project aims to understand the non-human world by accommodating the three 
stakeholders, parliament, public and nature into the decision-making building.

by Benediktas Kuoras

INTRODUCTION

POSITION

The European Quarter lacks variety in activities presenting mainly offices or residential 
housing. The Parliament building is closed off and elevated. It illustrates a superior colonial 
figure with its vaulted botanical greenhouse and the use of harsh materials such as aluminum 
and mirror glass representing a castle-like barrier. The Parliament of Nature, as a public 
building, is to be used as a test field of new bio-based materials to be used; new interactions 
to be born, to set a role model for civil society. 

a. Diagram of the stakeholders and their interactions
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INTERVENTION

The building changes its aspect from 
fortress to sponge attracting non-human 
life to settle in. 

Different ecosystems emerge at differ-
ent levels: the ground floor opens up to 
small park animals; at higher levels we 
can find an abundance of birds and in-
sects going up to the green roof. 

They all unite in “the Forest”, the unit-
ing element of the project, non-condi-
tioned to human comfort levels, where 
animals, humans and MEP interact. The 
atrium, molded like a cave, optimizes 
the sun exposure for plants. Nature sets 
deep in the project to ensure its place in 
the decision-making. 

The open ground floor creates a new en-
trance to Leopold Park expanding it and 
introducing recreational, educational 
activities to the neighborhood. 

The Parliament of Nature is connect-
ed to the ground floor by a spiral ramp 
which allows the public and the politi-
cians to reflect on the impact of nature 
in this promenade. 

b. Conceptual diagrams

The building provides a continuous ex-
pression of the three stakeholders next 
to each other and together. As the citi-
zen hike up the public path to the roof, 
the building offers transparency and con-
nectivity in places of interaction. Nature 
ensures its continuity by soil channels 
that are attached through the project. 

Three types of soil are presented: inten-
sive, semi-intensive and extensive plant-
ing soil. For example, in the Forest, soils 
are distinguished between intensive for 
trees, semi-intensive for shrubs and ex-
tensive soil for grass and herbs that can 
be walked on. 

15



c. Floor plan +3
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d. Section going through the Forest

e. Rendered view on the parliament chamber

Vegetation in the project is harvested by trickling down collected rainwater with larger amounts 
contained in upper floors created a buffer for periods without water. When faced in front of an 
indoor-outdoor barrier, the project breaks the tradition of keeping greenery outside and invites it 
on the inside through the implementation of semi-intensive or extensive soil.

The Parliament represents durability, sustainability and inclusion on social, political, environ-
mental and architectural aspects. The European Parliament of Nature also advocates the en-
hancement of environmental conditions in the built environment. The existing envelope is re-
moved and replaced by facade elements made of hemp fibers that benefit the building with better 
thermal and sound insulation. Impregnated hemp ropes wrapped on a prefabricated frame pro-
vide a soft, negotiated transition between the inside and the outside, humans and non-humans.

f. Rendered view 
of the Parliement 

Chamber

ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL
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CO-HABITATION

The rise of capitalism and human-centric views and behaviors has deteriorated the basis 
for healthy life on the planet. Biodiversity is shrinking as grey infrastructure is rising. The 
separation between man and nature is growing further. This project reinforces human’s role 
as part of nature and to co-benefit from this new relation. Co-habitation removes the hu-
man from an anthropocentric view leaning towards a multi-species and a multi-disciplinary 
approach to improve living conditions in cities. The foremost political objective had to be to 
restore the natural capital for the benefit of all life.

by Guillaume Vandekerckhof
The living skin system

INTRODUCTION

POSITION

The European Parliament is currently heavy, opaque, inaccessible; an image that does not 
represent democracy nor welcomes the citizen. The main driver of change is to invite the 
citizen to take part in the transformation of the building, to feel involved in its evolution and 
the evolution of policymaking. Inspired by the program of the “New European Bauhaus”, 
the seat of the European Parliament provides transparency and openness.

a. Conceptual section showing growing indoors beyond the Forest and the green corridors

a. Program diagram
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INTERVENTION

Natural systems wraps the build-
ing, creating a new skin on all aspects. 
Shrinking the initial volume, the private 
spaces become a smaller to open space 
for the people. 

Along a public ramp, the citizens are in-
vited to reclaim the building through dif-
ferent activities such as collective green-
ing project and urban farming. They are 
becoming part of the transformation, 
shaping the future of this skin, contem-
plating natural beauty, harvesting fruits 
and vegetables, and as citizen scientists 
monitoring also the health of soil, wa-
ter and air systems. This soft, spongy 
filter becomes a place of exchange, 
of dialogue between the citizens and 
the MEP’s to voice desires and ideas.  

The skin is in direct exchange with its 
surrounding and internal functions: light 
is controlled and diffused in the build-
ing according to a monitored system of 
shading elements to negotiate sun expo-
sure, for humans inside and the growing 
vegetation outside. 

b. Conceptual diagram showing the intervention, skin and circulation

Existing concrete, 
structure and truss, 
slightly modified

Technological 
envelope

Public pathway

Parliamentarian 
balconies

Vegetation layer

Bio-based inner 
envelope
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The vegetative layer intervenes in the climate control of 
the Parliament. It protects the glazed facade from direct 
sunlight providing food and habitat to a certain biodiversi-
ty such as butterflies and bees. 
During the winter, with seasonal adaptation, the vegetation 
becomes less dense to let the light in. The technical layer 
works on a buoyancy ventilation to facilitate bio-climat-
ic effects: A.I monitored windows open to control speed 
and direction of ventilation and fresh air intake, while the 
warm, exhaust air is given back to the atmosphere by the 
solar chimneys.

c. Model facade and plan level+3
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d. Section across the ciruclation hall 
ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL

Finally, the water cycles are the key element for integration. Rainwater is captured on 
the large roof surfaces, it is filtered by the green roofs, and it irrigates the vegetative layers 
on the façade, also providing an enforced insulation layer and attracting birds and pol-
linizing insects, before being collected in the cistern of the basement. Surplus of water 
is released into the park and environment to facilitate positive micro-climatic conditions. 
Water, the basis of all life, can be experienced as the building’s critical infrastructure.  
Co-Habitation offers an intelligent and interactive facade that integrates the building to 
the environment. It converts the Parliament from an alien body into a living ecosystem.

e. Facade detail

21



BEING WITH US, 
                WITH THEM

Between 1970 and 2010, a 52% drop in populations of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians 
and fish is observed around the globe. The project invites the European Parliament to take 
part in the reconstitution of our biomass and open up societies’ views to the bigger picture: 
to work towards symbiotic relations between species and within them. The project restores 
human’s relation in the natural world and creates a new ecosystem by using recycled water, 
treating soil to welcome plants, boosting the non-human life in our urban ecosystem as much 
as possible. 

by Ward Peetermans
INTRODUCTION

POSITION

Leopold Park was initially developed as a horticultural, zoological and amusement park to 
give the new inhabitants a place to walk and display their flamboyant, luxurious outfits. The 
Paul-Henri-Spaak building is sitting at the top of the park. The connection between both 
elements is criticized to be poorly linked and not inviting. However, the project sees it as an 
open zone where nature and society could find a place together in the urban fabric.
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INTERVENTION

To be one with nature means to wel-
come it to the core of our buildings as 
well as having our building’s living state 
depending on the wellbeing of nature. 
The Parliament is kept in place and face 
the natural void, pierced into the build-
ing’s height. This places politicians and 
nature at the same importance in the de-
cision-making. 

The ground floor opens up to the pub-
lic from different routes creating a buf-
fer zone between nature and city. In this 
area the public becomes aware of the 
importance of cycle of things, the impor-
tance of water that is the driving line of 
our existence and our ecosystem’s. 

The roof is transformed in order to opti-
mize usage and harmony in the project: 
light infiltrates the building by remov-
ing a rectangle representing a luminous 
patio, the remaining part of the green-
house gains back its function and enrich-
es plant diversity.

Blue : parliament
Green : vegetation void
Cylinder : place of integration

Open ground floor, connection to the 
culture hub 

Light void Height differences to invite nature in Facade intervention : vegetale skin, 
removal of walls, pivotting doors / 
windows 

a. Conceptual diagrams

b. Program proposal diagram 
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c. Section across the building passing through the void and the parliament chamber

d. Cross section through the void
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e. Render view on the ground floor showing the pivotting doors

ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL

“Being us with them” unites us not only in program 
but as well in the structure of the building. An addi-
tional structured wooden scaffold is introduced on the 
facade to reinforce the existing concrete structures. It 
welcomes the non-human life such as climbing plants 
as support, flowering plants attracting insects, bees 
and humans. Gardeners will take part in the mainte-
nance of this layer acting as the mediator and mentor 
between nature and citizens. The annual rhythm of 
birth, flourishing, retreat and death will reveal on the 
facade, reminding the stakeholders of the cycle of all 
living things.

Programming in the Parliament happens by sponta-
neous appropriation and participation. It is by imple-
menting disorder in the building, that it leaves room 
for the unexpected is created. 
The three stakeholders explore in this place the new 
relations that can rise, the balance they can find and 
the interaction they encounter. The building encour-
ages this phenomenon by subtracting volumes and 
playing with height levels, introducing planted terraces 
accessible or kept wild. 
This layer improves the living conditions in the Par-
liament as the soil retains water that cools down the 
building. Pivoting windows are added to the facade to 
firstly open up the visual and physical interaction as 
well as augmenting the flow of the wind in the volume. 

25



AN APPROACHABLE 
STAGE OF EXCHANGE

With the construction sector being responsible for over 35% of the EU’s total waste gener-
ated, the project articulates the importance to consider extraction, energy consumption and 
carbon emission along the total life cycle of the building. The project offers a new view on 
alternative, circular material systems, turning waste into building materials and nutrients for 
nature.

by Kaat Boon
INTRODUCTION

POSITION

While the European Parliament is in close proximity to cultural and social institutions such 
as the Natural History Museum and the Leopold Park, the building doesn’t engage with the 
public and remains isolated, with politics happening in a mirrored glass box. In this proposal, 
nature, public, politics and education seek to convene and converge in the building.
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INTERVENTION

Different biotopes are implemented 
on the facade of the building. By setting 
back the walls of the floor plans, a twist-
ed green corridor is created all around 
the building. 

Habitats differ from each other accord-
ing to the exposure of wind and sun. 
Therefore, different types of plants are 
developed on the facade of the building 
offering a distinctive environment and 
attracting diverse species. 

A public path is connecting the different 
levels opening up of carved-out spaces 
to converse, reflect and understand the 
needs of different stakeholders of urban  
nature. 

The main entrance of the building shifts 
to the park, allowing the building to act 
as a passage. 

The ground floor becomes a direct inter-
section between nature, public and poli-
tics; all present and equal. 

b. Model showing the different biotopes

a. Conceptual diagrams

Remove the hard 
edges along the 
facade

Push back the fa-
cade to let space 
for nature

Ramp connect-
ing the floors and 
creating spaces

Carve out of the 
volume floors 
and walls to in-
crease interac-
tion

27



The program of the building includes human and 
non-human organisms, living and non-living materi-
als. The intersection between existing and retrofitted 
parts is made clear by the articulation of materiality. 
Wood is used for the ramp and the new vertical surfac-
es to give a more natural aspect of the hike up along 
the facade. Flexible and inclusive spaces of connecting 
citizens with all forms of life are presented along the 
way: the open terrace on the sixth floor where an ex-
tension of the park is made, the double height green-
house where bigger trees can be planted and studied 
by the research labs, additionally an indoor bar allows 
the public to live closely to nature in winter and expe-
rience the change of seasons.

c. Plan floor +1
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The new facade panels reflect the philosophy of the project. All parts of the Scot Pine are 
used, a coniferous species, resilient to the unfolding climate change, becoming a key species 
for future bio-based material flows. Going from inside to outside, the inner finish consists of 
a lime plaster directly applied onto the insulation. It is applied to the wooden frame. Thirdly, 
the layer of insulation is made from the paper waste stream originating from the Scots pine 
tree. Following is the substructure needed for the outer layer consisting of a horizontal and 
vertical layer. Lastly, the outer layer is made from clay panels, reinforced with wood fibers 
and chips, protected from rain by the overhanging terraces and gardens.

1 5 10 20d. Cross section

e. Rendered view of the ground floor

ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL
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THE PARLIAMENT OF 
NATURE

by Laura Valentinaviciute
INTRODUCTION

POSITION

a. Section over the building showing the different materiality used in the intervention

After a century of rapid urbanism expansion, it is only now that humans realized the impact 
it had on the fauna and flora. Causing the ongoing sixth mass extinction, the project creates 
a Parliament of Nature to advocate this topic. This means that nature becomes the forefront 
of all concerns and solutions presented. The renovated building changes the way members 
of society interact with, appreciate, and even think about nature. A resilient, innovative and 
successful future guides the concept of this project.

The Parliament of Nature gives back to its society. For years, citizens have been put down 
by the European Parliament: unclear entrance, big fences surrounding it, dark places and 
pathways, no communication between the users and the citizens. The project equalizes the 
users in this enclosed, elitist, fort-like building.

30

INTERVENTION

b. Conceptual diagram

Remove unused, overheated spaces, that symbolise seclu-
sion

Create openings for resilient climate comfort solutions

Species equality and representation of peaceful cohabita-
tion

Equality of users, citizens, politicians 
and nature is searched in this renova-
tion. First, the overheated glass struc-
ture of the building is removed as well as 
unused offices and reclusive VIP places. 
Secondly, climate comfort concerns are 
tackled. Light voids and natural venti-
lation are introduced, allowing sunlight 
and air, allowing the existing plenary 
hall to be visible for visitors. Finally, the 
newly proposed roof area is declared to 
the “Parliament of Nature”. All users 
are equal here.

As the Parliament is the mirror of Eu-
ropean communities, its architecture 
should reflect the sustainable and inno-
vative goals that are at the heart of fu-
ture EU policies. The renovation uses 
circular, natural and living materials 
from the region around the building.

Additionally to emerging technologies 
such as robotic assembly and 3D print-
ing, two key materials are used - re-
claimed wood and clay enriched with 
mycelium and moss. These materials are 
adapted to inhabit insects, plants, birds, 
and various microorganisms, helping to 
ensure climate comfort and peaceful co-
existence. The spaces are changed by a 
fascinating natural experience through-
out the project.
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c. Plan ground floor

d. Top view showing the interventio on the roof
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ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL

e. Rendered view inside the roof

f. Rendered view of the building

A scenario where nature thrives and takes 
over the cities is reached. The greenery re-
claims its lost land. This idea is portrayed 
on the ground floor of the project: nature 
comes from both sides, the Luxembourg 
square and Leopold Park, slowly going on 
the top of the building or bursting in from 
the ground floor. The two natures meet at 
the top of the building, in the Parliament of 
Nature. A new program is implemented in 
this area: spaces for education, activism, re-
generation, an interdisciplinary place, where 
nature is fascinated, and cohabitation thriv-
ing in natural 3D-printed clay structures. 

The roof is covered with an inaccessible, robotically assembled wooden roof structure 
that serves as a shelter, climate generator, and place for species to calmly thrive. Flexibil-
ity is achieved in the introduced structure: the construction can be printed in 3D printers 
integrated in the wooden roof system. Therefore, new combinations of different functions 
can be suggested overtime. The Parliament of Nature seeks to change in the mindset of 
society. The project becomes an example of representation and inclusion of nature, mak-
ing the EU Parliament a true representative space for all inhabitants of Europe - human 
and non-human.
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