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united streetscapes 
As part of  radically changing geopolitical relationships at a global scale, 
tensions of  a nationalistic and protectionist nature arise increasingly, often 
affecting the actual built environment we use and inhabit. As more nations, 
regions, cities or neighborhoods discuss how to close their borders and 
restrict access for the ones they might not know, changes occur at an 
immediate architectural level, where we see more and higher fences, more 
walls or multiple security-checks appear, while high resolution video 
surveillance and high-tech face recognition systems are in place 24/7, 
restricting access to the general public, and this way also eroding the public 
realm. The future of  architecture is defined by its way of  dealing with 
accessibility and permeability. 



united streetscapes 
The master dissertation project within the Streetscape Territories 
framework will focus on the challenged accessibility and permeability in 
architectural landscapes and focus this year (after previously working on 
post-industrial landscapes in Brooklyn 2013-2018) on the site around the 
United Nations Headquarters in New York, United States.  











united streetscapes 
The idea is to develop and design an alternative architectural model for an open 
embassy, working within the hypothesis that a new diplomatic building would be 
developed within the United Nations area, specifically for citizens that are denied 
access to certain countries, refugees, displaced ethnic groups, unheard minority 
groups etc.  The building would be conceived as a fully collective space and as an 
extension of  the surrounding New York streetscapes.  

Each student is required to develop an individual landscape and architectural 
project to address this programme.  







streetscape territories 
Streetscape Territories is the name given to an international research and 
design practice that focuses on architecture and the transformation of  
the urban fabric, considering its streetscapes the protagonists. The 
practice deals with the way architectural artefacts, open space, the property 
structure and its inherent accessibility and permeability configure 
streetscapes and how their inhabitants can give meaning to them.  
In this project, the social dimension of  architecture and landscape is central 
in spatial analysis, architectural design and critical reflection.





streetscape territories 
This project focuses on the territorial organization of  streetscapes, 
explored in different contexts, studied as part of  different cultures and 
defined by different social networks.  
Multiple cases, operating at the intermediate scale, are  subject of  analysis 
and design. Workshops, design studios, master dissertations are linked to 
the current research projects in New York, Havana, Addis Abeba, Brussels, 
Ghent, Antwerp and Barcelona. 





The research and design project starts from the assumption that streetscapes 
are subject of  constant negotiation, part of  scenarios of  uncertainty on a 
social, cultural, political, economical and environmental level. 
The project pronounces a discourse on the meaning of  contemporary 
architecture in streetscapes and related urban fabric. 

streetscape territories 





Streetscape Territories deals with models of  proximity within a street, 
neighbourhood or region and starts from the assumption that urban space, 
from the domestic scale till the scale of  the city, can be understood as a 
discontinuous collective space, containing different levels of  collective 
use that are defined by multiple physical, cultural or territorial boundaries.

streetscape territories 





examples of  previous years 
Iwo Borkowicz 
Vytautas Lelys 
Arnout De Schryver 
Hannes Van Damme 
Yannick Bontinckx 
Ruben Janssens 
Bahareh Rezaee 
Maros Somora 
Gitte Schreurs 
Michal Janak 



Havana, Cuba 
Iwo Borkowicz 



Havana, Cuba 
Iwo Borkowicz 



Havana, Cuba 
Vytautas Lelys 



Addis Abeba, Ethiopia 
Arnout De Schryver 



New York, Coney Island 
Bahareh Rezaee 



New York, Coney Island 
Gitte Schreurs 



New York, Coney Island 
Maros Somora 



New York, Coney Island 
Ruben Janssens 



New York, Gowanus Canal 
Hannes Van Damme 



New York, Gowanus Canal 
Hannes Van Damme 



New York, Gowanus Canal 
Yannick Bontinckx



New York, Williamsburg 
Michal Janak



Research and Design Framework: 

territorial depth: access 
configuration: permeability 
collective space: levels of  collectivity 
proximity: sets of  relative distances 
spatial delimitation: borders and boundaries 
openness, spatial tolerance, programmatic indetermination

streetscape territories 
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Territorial Depth: Accessibility

“Territorial depth is measured by the number of  boundary crossings (...) needed to move from the outer space 
to the innermost territory.”

Habraken, N.J. (1998). The Structure of  the Ordinary. Cambridge: MIT Press.



�34

Configuration: Permeability

“A configuration is a set of  relationships among things all of  which interdepend in an overall structure 
of  some kind.(...) If  we define spatial relations as existing when there is any type of  link -say adjacency 
or permeability- between two spaces, then configuration exists when relations between two spaces are 

changed according to how we relate one or both to at least one other space”

Hillier, B. (1996). Space is the Machine. Cambridge: University Press. 
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Collective Space

“the city is the very place where the private domain can be, and often is, a social domain, just as much as or indeed even 
more than the public domain (...) Private buildings as public elements, radiating social meaning and value that extend 
beyond the actual buildings embody their urban character. (...) Collective spaces are not strictly public or private, but 

both simultaneously. These are public spaces that are used for private activities, or private spaces that allow for 
collective use, and they include the whole spectrum in between (…)"

de Solà-Morales, M. (1992). Public and Collective Space: The Urbanisation of  the 
Private Domain as a New Challenge. In Oase, nº 33.



Shortcuts & Detours

“As a result, collective space is no synonym for in-between space, semi-public/private, threshold 
or transition space. The key issue here is access: collective spaces have a stronger meaning when 

they are encoded to provide more possible ways of  access to a property, a street, a 
neighbourhood or a certain area. This is different from saying that it will have more meaning if  

more people have access to it, which is a condition linked with the notion of  public space.”

Scheerlinck, M. (2013). Collective Spaces. Streetscape Territories Research Project Notebook. KU 
Leuven, Brusssels.



Collective Space

“Collective spaces include private or public properties, refer to spaces that are shared by a 
restricted amount of  people or by a huge crowd. Collective spaces consist of  multiple collective 

levels that are defined by as many territorial boundaries. Some of  these levels belong to an 
intimate sphere, others provide a high exposure, some of  them can feel safe, others embody threat 

or danger. The multiplicity of  collective space and the tolerance of  its use is essential.“

Scheerlinck, M. (2013). Collective Spaces. Streetscape Territories Research Project Notebook. KU 
Leuven, Brusssels.



Proximity

“Several important sensory shifts occur in the transition from the personal and social 
distances to public distances, which is well outside the circle of  involvement” 

E.T. Hall (1966). “The Hidden Dimension” Doubleday/Anchor Books New York. p 123



Proximity

“The space in-between things, between objects and subjects next to one another, between my 
house and my neighbour’s, between their office and mine, is traversed by many strangers, and it is 
not a meeting place; it has become empty because it plays no recognisable role; this space is only 

required to be permeable, and should be traversed with as little friction as possible.” 

B. Secchi (1993).“For a Town-Planning of  Open Spaces,” in Casabella 597-598, January/February, p 116
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Spatial Delimitation



“The problem with the public sphere is not that we should come to a clear decision, a choice 
between continuity or discontinuity. The problem is how to integrate new discontinuities into 

that embodied continuity of  public life.” 

Boomkens, R. (2008). De tijdelijkheden van de publieke sfeer. Publieke plaatsen, OASE, (77)

Addis Abeba research on Churchill Road, 2012



“The boundary between what we reveal and what we do not, and some control over that boundary, 
are among the most important attributes of  our humanity”

Nagel, T. (2005). Personal Rights and Public Space. In Philosophy and Public Affairs, vol. 24. 

Addis Abeba on site research, 2014



Alvin Baltrop, New York,  1971-1991

Openness, Spatial Tolerance, Indetermination



(Question:) What’s a metaphoric void? 
(Answer:) Metaphoric in the sense that their interest or value wasn’t in their possible use... 
(Question:) You mean you were interested in these spaces on some non-functional level. 

(Answer:) Or on a functional level that was so absurd as to ridicule the idea of  function. For example, the 
places where you stop to tie your shoe-laces, places that are just interruptions in your own daily movements. 

These places are also perceptually significant because they make a reference to movement space. (...) (...) 
Property is so all-pervasive. Everyone’s notion of  ownership is determined by the use factor (...) 

G. Matta-Clark, “Splitting the Humphrey Street Building”, interview by Liza Bear, May, 1974, published in Catalogue of  
Gordon Matta-Clark Exhibition, Museo Nacional, Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid, 2006, p165-180 (quote p. 

166) First published in Avalanche, December 1974, p.34-37



studio environment 
The studio is understood as a platform of  discussion, experimentation, 
production and reflection, where the student itself  defines the paradigm, 
unfolds the methods of  research and design and employs coherent tools to 
achieve the goals. We do not understand the studio as a consult studio but 
as a working platform. 





studio environment 
The studio will employ a Research by Design/Design by Research approach and 
develop coherent methods and tools within, taking into account the five action fields: 

-theoretical approaches that frame our way of  reading or designing space and raise our 
critical consciousness,   
-reference projects that illustrate similar challenges to the formulated topic and 
provide distance to explore different ways of  analyzing or intervening in urban space 
-case studies that allow us to investigate all physical, cultural, social and territorial 
implication of  the studied projects on different scales 
-systematic review and synthesis of  all previous phases, to construct a coherent but 
critical back-up for reading or intervening in the built environment in the field of  
architecture or urban design, sometimes combined with a design or intervention 
proposal 
-design of  an architectural intervention on the proposed site, coherent with the 
theoretical framework and topic 



studio environment 
The studio will consist of  two groups of  students, part of  them being able to 
travel to the site in two occasions (one week in fall, two/three weeks in 
spring) and one group that will have a remote position, that will develop the 
project from a distance, but relying on the information that the colleagues 
students provide. Especially in the first part of  the studio (fall semester), the 
studio will work as one team to share the obtained information through an 
intensive mapping (graphical, video, textual) of  the site. 



NYhub 
The Master dissertation studio is part of  the NYhub the Faculty of  
Architecture has set up in New York. 

see: https://arch.kuleuven.be/english/international/the-new-york-hub 

https://arch.kuleuven.be/english/international/the-new-york-hub






planning 2018-2019 
- presentation of  Streetscape Territories framework: June 5-6 2018 
- assigning students to Streetscape Territories project: June 20 2017 
- more detailed briefing of  dates/bibliography/programme etc: end of  June 2018 
- on site research stay/remote follow-up: November 3-11 2018 
- on site design stay/remote follow-up: 3 weeks in spring semester 2019 (week before and 2 weeks of  spring break) 

The Faculty of  Architecture provides local contacts and input from local institutions, academics and profesionals, as this 
Streetscape Territories Master Dissertation studio initiates the activities part of  the Faculty of  Architecture research and 
design hub in NY. Besides taking the city itself  as a working laboratory, some meeting and presentation spaces will be 
provided to the participating students. 
No funding is available for travel or accommodation costs (as it is neither the case for other foreign sites visits for the 
Master Dissertation). Students decide between different options to be accommodated (from couch surfing, airbnb to 
affordable hotels/guesthouses or residences), according to their needs and possibilities. Part of  the group will work in a 
remote way, still working on New York in an interactive way. 
During the stays, excursion trips will be organised for the participating students. 
All students are personally responsible to obtain the necessary legal documents to travel or stay in USA during the 
mentioned periods. 

For more information: https://streetscapeterritories.org/about-streetscape-territories/ 

https://streetscapeterritories.org/about-streetscape-territories/


www.streetscapeterritories.org

http://www.streetscapeterritories.org



